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his purse. A monarch who could practically
sell himself to France, and become the pensioner
of Louis XIV., could hardly be looked upon as
a friend to his country in any true sense. All
the same, his coming to the throne gave an
impetus to trade, and many avenues of com-
merce and industry which had previously been
all but closed were reopened, and made to stir
with new life and energy.

Now the demand was stronger than ever
for finery of every description. All the ends
of the earth were ransacked to provide fresh
luxuries for the table. The gallants must have
their velvet coats and silken hose, their lace
and ruffles, their costly hats and flowing wigs,
their jewelled swords and dainty shoes ; and
for their feasting they must have the finest
wines, the richest fruits, and the choicest yield
of the earth in profusion. And the dames and
demoiselles must don the rarest silks, the most
wonderful brocades, and in every detail of
apparel must be as fascinating as daring and
audacity could make them. And how could
all these things be supplied unless ships were
actively employed in fetching and carrying,
unless looms were kept going to weave gay
fabrics, and unless there was a quickening of
industrial and commercial life all round ? So
the courtiers and the gentlefolk lavished their
means upon the vanity of outer things,
and the poorer people imitated them to the
best of their ability, and England became as
merry as its light-hearted monarch could have
desired.

In  the  woollen  industry  alone  about  one